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Kunming Botanical Garden

Preface

Kunming Botanical Garden was
founded in 1938 and it’ s located
close to the Black Dragon Pool Park in
a quiet northern suburb of Kunming.
Kunming is the capital city of Yunnan
Province. The province is widely
reputed as the kingdom of plants.
The botanical garden focuses largely

on the ex—situ conservation of plants

from SW China, especially those of the
endangered, endemic and economically important plant species native of the Yunnan Plateau and the southern
Hengduan Mountains. The primary research activity deals with the cultivation and domestication of resource
plants and the biology and botany of ex—situ conservation. The garden aims to operate as a comprehensive
multidisciplinary botanical garden insofar as scientific research, species conservation, public understanding of
science and techinology, visitor services, general tourism and the development of sustainable utilization of plant
resources are all regarded as key functions. The garden covers an area of 44 hectares, has 14 specialist plant
collections and contains over 4900 plant species and cultivars. Since its establishment, Kunming Botanical
Garden has received 36 awards above provincial level, published in excess of 400 articles, patented more than 30
authorized inventions, registered over 60 new plant cultivars and completed more than 50 monographs. There are
60 permanent staff members employed by the garden and the annual graduate student number is approximately
43. The garden receives 500,000 visitors per annum.
Nationally, Kunming Botanical Garden is responsible for the conservation, research and sustainable
utilization of strategical bio—resources of the Eastern Asiatic Flora in Sino—Himalayan region. Furthermore,
through the garden's historical mission, the garden has been recognized as an important center for plant

conservation, research, domestication and exploitation in southwest China.
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